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...Or perhaps not



August 13,1918



BRUTAL MURDER
AT EAST JAFFREY

William K. Dean’s Body Found in
Rain Water Cistern

Had Been Beaten About the Head
Bound and Tied in Weighted
Sack
—No Clues for Murder Known

One of the most brutal murders in
Cheshire County was unearthed by East
Jaffrey and county officials Wednesday at
East Jaffrey in the discovery of the body
of William K. Dean, a retired farmer,
with his hands bound, his scalp battered
from some blunt instrument, burlap and
blankets tied over his head and a stone
weighing about 20 pounds attached, in
the bottom of a rain water cistern some
200 yards from the house where he lived
with his wife. Sheriff E. H. Lord and Coun-
ty Solicitor R. M. Pickard are making ev-
ery effort to solve the mysterious crime
but as yet they have no clue.

Mrs. Dean, who is ill, and has not been
in her normal condition, mentally, for
some time, reports that on the return of
Mr. Dean from the village Tuesday night,
he went to the barn to do his milking.

Keene
Evening
Sentinel,
August |5,
1918.

Monadnock

Breeze,
August |7,
1918.

MURDER IN EAST JAFFREY

W. K. Dean Victim of Foul Play.

About noon on Wednesday this quiet
village that was doing its best to bear the
extreme hear our people were thrown into
excitement when it was learned that W. K.
Dean, a retired farmer living with his
invalid wife about two miles north of this
village, was missing. Automobiles rushed
to the scene and in a short time the body of
this aged and respected citizen was found
in a cistern. Medical Examiner Dinsmore of
Keene was immediately notified and
Sheriff Lord of Keene and deputies and
County Solicitor R. M. Pickard were soon
on the scene. The body was then removed
from the water and it was found that both
hands were tied behind his back, with two
ropes in six square knots. A heavy burlap
bag was over his head and tied to his
wrists. Within the bag was a horse-blanket,
tied over his head, and a heavy stone
weighing some 20 pounds.

Upon the removal of the blanket severe
bruises on the head were discovered, but
the skull was not fractured, indicating that
he had been struck on the head and
stunned, but met his death by drowning.
The legs were bound at the knees. In the
barn nearby there were some bloodstains
and some on the piazza of the vacant
house.




Entry in Ralph Boynton’s diary for the 14th of August.



“ON THE MORNING of August 14, 1918, Jaffrey was rocked to the core by news of the
disappearance of Dr.William Kendrick Dean and the subsequent finding of his body in a rainwater
cistern near the “big house” on the Dean farm, brutally strangled and murdered with a blunt
instrument. The body was wrapped in a horse blanket and weighted down with a 27-pound rock. In
the village the people had seen Dean only the night before, with his horse and buggy, doing his
weekly shopping of groceries. Before returning home he had stopped at the home of his friend, the
village banker, and upon arriving at home he had unloaded his provisions and gone to the barn about
midnight, as was his custom, to milk his Jersey cows.Added to the bizarreness of the case was the
fact that his milk pail was never found, and the discovery of an initialed cigarette case in the bottom
of the six-foot cistern after the recovery of his body, which immediately disappeared.

When, in due course of time, he did not return, his frail and invalid wife became alarmed and in
the morning relayed news of his disappearance to authorities. The day was a beautiful sunny August
one, as the search was initiated by Chief of Police Perley H. Enos, and the three Jaffrey Selectmen,
Edward C. Boynton,William F. Coolidge, and Peter E. Hogan.

Later developments divided the town, turning friend against friend, neighbor against neighbor, as
the developments unfolded themselves, and the repercussions are still being felt over half a century
later.

Since the case was fraught with possible espionage and deep mystery, it was carried to
Washington, D. C., by the local authorities, where it is still classified, at latest reports, as one of the
nation’s ten most interesting unsolved cases. In Jaffrey it was seemingly otherwise, as the town
became divided. There was a segment of the population who, in their own minds, had “solved the
case,’ basing their conclusions upon the fact the horse blanket in question admittedly belonged to
the town banker, Charles L. Rich, and the fact be had appeared at the bank that morning with a
blackened eye and lacerated cheek. In his testimony, however, he explained that he had pressed the
blanket on the victim the night before to ward off the chill of the mid-August night on his trip home,
and that his facial disfigurement was due to a kick from his horse.”



The Setting
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Bird’s-eye view of East
Jaffrey at the time of
the murder.




Detail of Bird’s-eye view of East |affrey.
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Dean House (Built
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The Dean house.
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The Dean house today.



Site of the Dean Murder
Pictured above as it looked in 1918 is the barn where Dr. William Kendrick Dean was

& \ )
murdered 50 years ago todﬂ.ﬂNo clues were ever found in the barn, however.
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About 12 hours after Dean was murdered, his body was

pulled with a pair of ice tongs from six feet of water in a

cistern near the house.
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The cistern today.
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The Bungalow as remodeled in 1910.




The Bungalow today.
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The Cast of Characters



Dr.William Dean




Charles Rich







Roy Pickard




Father Hannon l—



Mrs. Morison




Selectman

vard C. Hnyntnn, chairman

Edward [ the board of aldermen. who

viewed the murder scene on

BOynton the day that Dr. Dean

found.




The Monadnock Bank
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The Monadnock Bank
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The Rich house, Bradley Court
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Some of the Books & Articles
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The Dean Mutrder
Mystery

By Bert Ford

War Correspondent and author of “The Fighting Yankees Overseas.”
With an Introduction by William Dean Goddard.
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Privately Printed for the Relatives
Pawtucket, R. 1.
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H-EARIN G oy
the GRAND JURY
om the D E AT H of
WILLIAM K. DEAN

APRITL =22 1910
COURT HOUSE, KEENE

NEWHAMPSHIRE
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LEFT: The Pitman shorthand notes became
very familiar after working with them for six
years. Lena Marsh, the Court Reporter, had
high marks from my expert Pitman friend,

Samuel Fitz-Henley, of Kingston, Jamaica.
This page reads:

... was that Mr. Deandied from strangulation,
that is, he wasn't drowned. In other words, he
didn’t breathe after he went into the water. Wound
around his neck twice was a hard hitch rope, or
halter, one ofthosekind such as you gentlemen are
all familiar with, a hard % inch rope.

Now Mr. Pickard is going to draw a little
chart of the particular points, not, of course,
according to scale, but so as to give you gentle-
men a little idea of the situation up there at the
Dean homestead.

I was telling you about the rope which was
around Mr. Dean'’s neck. It was a hard %-inch
hitch rope with a snap on one end, and back a
couple of feet or so, and I would say you could
put this. . . .




PROMINENT
CITIZEN:

Prime Suspect

A Personal Account of
the Dean Murder Mystery,
A Tragedy in Which
The Author Was Involved

By Georgiana Hodgkins

PUBLISHED BY THE JAFFREY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Thursday, Aug. 12, 2010
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Clairvoyant (C Carole )
leads a paranormal .
detective program about

a 1918 Monadnock murder
— Page 2
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lilde things: ‘Dorian Gray’and ‘Ernest’on NH staaes | Page 4












FOR
STATE SENATOR
VOTE FOR

Merrill G. Symonds
of Jaffrey

VOTERS

“You can fool all the people
some of the time—some of the
people all of the time-—but
you cannot fool all of the peo-
ple all of the time’’—Lincoln

Who put the
Dean Murder Case

in Politics P
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I appreciate the interest which prompted you in
directing to me your letter of recest date,

In the event you possess any information which
: mbolimtoboofmteuattouunmx‘m, I urge you
to sommunicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge
of our Albany Pield Division which is located at 707
National Savings Bank Building, Albany, New York,

Sincerely yours,

John Bdgar Noover
Director
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CC: Albany with copies of incoming

Mr. Telson 5N
Mr. B. A, Tamm_
Mr. Clegg

Mr. Coffey P
Mr. Glavip

Mr. Ladd

Mr. Nishols

Mr. Rossn

Mr. Traey

Mr. Carson —
Mr. Harbo

Mr. Hendon

Mr. MeGuire

Mr. Mumford

Mr. Piper

Even |. Edgar Hoover Eaa

Miss Gandy

RECORDED

gOt inVOIVGd. /""‘:‘: JUN 91 o




The Evidence






ROPES
DR DEAN WAS
FIED WITH!
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BLANKET
DR DEAN WAS
WRAPPED IN!
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CALENDAR
NOTE WRITING ON
AUGUST 13!

S e A
SUN. MON.

: 6th 14th
New Moon Flrst Quarter

4|56
1112 A3
181920
25| 26| 27

TUE.

22nd
Full Moon

In connection with crop rotation must come }




The Disinterment of Dr. Dean
(Don’t be squeamish)
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Hope Cemetery,

Rochester, New

York.



Charles Rich’s gravesite, Conant Cemetery, Jaffrey.



August |3, 1918 - August 13,2018

100 years



The End






Wil OUT

SHE WAS FORCED TO Nt
KNOTS WITH ROPE OF
YAR\OUS S\ZE.

The manner in which she tied
a knot helped to clear Mrs,
Mary Dean of the murder of
her husbhand.
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Lawrence Colfelt, Sr.




Harry N. Guterman




Dr. Dean in his sleigh, ca. 1915.
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Rindge
Histor
Society today.

Dr. Dean’s
sleigh at the



Dr. Dean’s

sleigh at the
Rindge
Historical
Society today.
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The Rich house, Bradley Court, 1996.
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The Rich house, Bradley Court, 1996.
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Some Odds & Ends



Box of Dean Murder documents in the Library Vault.



Typical
deposition
page in the

Dean Murder
file in the
Library Vault.

So it is on beyond your house, how fnr?

know just how far, HNever mermsured 1it.

Well, spproximately? Can you see anything thet looks about
as far as from there? f. I should think it was as far
as froa her that sign there,

¥hich one? the one that asys "stonding on the

bidden®? f. Well the “exit®, Wall, it Ao

any difference; that is nll right.

How long has that light been there? LI

you how long it has been there.

Well, approximately? A. About three years, I should
think,

About three yenrs now? . Yee, 8ir,

That night,-saes that a moomlight night? A, Yes, sir; it

moon shining then at that time? A, Yes, sir,
Shining brightly between 1 and 2 o'clock in the morning?
‘o Yes, sir,
On this dey of August, 19187 A. Yesn, sir.
You are guite certain that was the week of Avgust 15,
19187 A. Yes, sirgy I osm positive,
How do you fix that? A, Why, I know that it was Decnuse
I was worked up over the murder, and I was alone there
stoying nights with the children, and I couldn't sleep,
and I hndn't gone £o0 sleep when this ¢or stopped in front
of the house. Then a short time afterwmards, I henrd two
ofclock strike, 80 knew it wns that time,

That ia, 2 o%lock on the village clock? A, Yes, 8ir, by
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and that somedody came for it, I heard them tell.about three
or four different ones. It was always & mystery to me how
this oould be at the bottom of the well, if Mr, Dean wae .
throwm down like they said he was, How could it have gone in
to the cistern, unless he tied himself up afterwards., This
was a little bit of a cigarette case. It have heen the last
of the cigarette paper. I don't think it was more than 1-1/2
inches wide. It was not round at the corners, but kind of
squared cornered, Mr. Dean used to make his own cigarettes,
I have seen him,

Agents next interviewed Father Hamnon, who stated as follows:

I have preeerved the following clipping tor'you, taken from
the "Leene Sentinel™ of March 19th, which will tell you all

}bout the meeting we had in regard to the Dean Murder case here.

- THE MYSTERY OF THE DEAN MURDER

Recalled by a Recent Meeting in Jaffrey and Alleged
New Evidence.

Discuseion of the Dean Murder 8o long & very myster-
ioue orime, and one without reasonadble purpose or motive,
80 far as can be learned, was renewed at East Jaffrey,
recently, when & large meeting of citizens was held at
which County Solicitor Pickard, William Kent or De Kerlor,
exployed as a detective at first and later cl assed as a
ooneulting physchologist and detective were heard. Noth-
. ing new of importance appears to have been found, to lead
to the identification of the murder.
I yp I Cal F BI Mr, Pickard appeared at the meeting by request, it
i ie underestood, and reviewed the case at more or less length
3 a8 far as he could do in & way consistent with his duties
a8 the county prosecutor in charge. He also answered num-
rePo rt 5 erous questions in & eimilar way. Of course the solicitor
; and the attomey general have many facts and more or lees
evidence in their possession that cannot be made public.
It is also understoocd that U. S, government authorities
have been through the case very carefully and know all about




NH ‘Cold Case Unit’” with members of the Society.
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The Dean Murder Research Group meeting.



Chuck Cole photographing the evidence.



