by SUMNER KEAN

ORTY YEARS AGO THIS MONTH A
Eurcpean-born, self-styled 551"'-]":'1‘5"
gist, William De Kerloff, stood on the
platform of the East Jaffrey, New Hamp-
shire, town hall, With a straight face and
apparent sincerity, he told of photogra h-
ing blood spots, which, upon magnifica-
tion, revealed the murderers of William
Kendrick Dean.

His talk followed an address by the
then county solicitor, Roy M. Pickard of
Keene. In his sane dissertation, the tall
prosecutor attempted to explain to the
overflow gathering the difference between
evidence worth consideration by a grand
jury and the imagination-embellished ru-
mors which were then, and to some ex-
tent ever since have been, pervading the
town. Dispassionately, despite their an-
tagonistic tenor, Mr. Pickard answered
questions. Only when the questioners be-
came so aggressive that it would seem the
solicitor himself were the guilty party did
the presiding officer call a halt.

either of the talks aided in the solu-
tion of the case which had torn the town
asunder, nor did the voluntary offers of
clairvoyants contribute anything. So sharp
was the line of demarcation which sep-
arated adherents of one theory from an-
other that households were riven, religion
was pitted against religion, and even poli-
tics was unwittingly drawn into the If?t:ria
ous controversy. Members resigned from
lodges and a tiny country club died a-
borning. Staunch defenders of one or an-
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other unpopular theory either left town or
were forced out of business.

Today all the principals are dead—
Dean, his infirm widow who outlived
him but thirteen months, the selectmen,
police, most of the witnesses—all,in fact,
save_Attorney Pickard. Dead too is Bert
Ford, Boston newspaperman and former
war correspondent. His columns covering
the case were compiled and privately
printed by Dean family relatives despite
the fact that a Jaffrey banker, at the urg-
ing of friends, sued Ford's paper, The
Boston American, for libel, It is alleged
in Jaffrey that he collected $5,000 in an
out-of-court settlement.

Attorney Roy Pickard, today a white- -
haired, courtly gentleman, whose broad
shoulders are still unstooped despite his,
81 years, says frankly that he considers
the case one of New Hampshire's few un-
solved mysteries. Just as he did in 1918
he doubts some of the theories advanced.
Chief among these were:

That Jaffrey was the center of a Ger-
man spy ring which used Mount Monad-
nock's commanding height as a beacon
point to flash signals to the Kaiser's sub-
marines lutking off Boston' harbor.

That the banker, Charles L. Rich, was
involved because he suffered a black eye
and bruised cheek the night Dean was
killed.

That Dean's aging wife, his first cous-
in, Mary, killed him because of jealousy.

Attorney Pickard says that Federal
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A re-emactment of the crime, showing the rope, blanket and weeder used on "Dr. Dean.

agents, despite lengthy shadowings and
interrogations, were unable to pin the
crime on anyone with avowed German
sympathies. He further contends that the
lights seen to flash from Monadnock's
3186-foot summit were not signals con-
nected with a spy system. He says Mr.
Rich’s explanation of his injury, that he
had been kicked by his fractious mare,
was plausible and not open to doubt. He
points out that Mrs. Dean was so infirm
physically that she could not have com-
mitted the crime.

The afternoon of August 13, 1918,
Mrs. Horace Morison of Boston and
. Peterborough, a summer resident, called
with two other women soliciting contribu-
tions for a benefit sale. At that time Dean
and Mrs, Morison conversed in private
about the lights on the mountain, She
told him she planned a trip to Boston the
next day and he asked her to stop at the
office of the Secret Service there and ask
that they send their best man up to see
him as he had important information to
impart. He could not go himself, he ex-
plained, because he could not leave his
ailing wife for such a long
though pressed by Mrs. Morison, he re-
fused to divulge the information. He con-
tended that its possession might jeopar-
dize her. She complied with his request
the next day, only to read later in aqﬁ-:-s-
ton paper of his murder.
at evening, a Tuesday, when the
East Jaffrey stores were open until nine
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period. Al-

o'clock, Dean drove to town for supplies.
There was conflicting evidence about the
exact time of his arrival and departure.
He did some shopping at Goodnow's
store and at Duncan’s drug store, chatted
with a few acquaintances, He drove home
in his rubber-tired buggy, the jog of his
sluggish horse getting him there about
10:30.

City born and bred, Dean had never at-
tuned himself to country habits. He liked
to stay up all night, then sleep during the
day. His farm animals were trained to
accommodate such habits. He milked his
Jersey cow at noon and again at mid-
night. When he arrived home that eve-
ning, he drank some milk and ate some
currant buns he had bought in town. Then
he smoked a hand-rolled cigarette,
changed into an old coat, caught up a
lantern and milk pail. Then, telling his
wife he would be back about midnight, he
left for the barn about 500 feet away.

Investigators, reconstructing the crime,
believe he was attacked fifteen minutes
later. A blow on the head rendered him
unconscious and fractured his skull. A
light horse blanket was wound around his
head. He was garrotted with a hitchin
rope. He was tied at ankles, knm.ang
wrists, and a grain sack containing a
twenty-seven pound rock was pulled over
his head and shoulders. This was fastened
to the belt loops of his pants. He was
then tossed into a well about twelve
feet deep. The heavy stone kept his body
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The barn
where

Dean was
murdered,
trussed and
wrappred

i a blankel.

submerged in the six feet of water re-
maining in the well.

William Kendrick Dcanﬂﬂsun Ff nlu's-
Si0 nts, was as a boy a familiar
ﬁﬁ irl:lmﬂ'm royal household of Siam
(Thailand) He attended Columbia Uni-
versity Medical School for two years.
Prior to these medical studies he had
graduated from the University of Roches-
ter. Although he never obtained a medical
degree or license, throughout his life he
used the unearned title of “Doctor.”
From the age of fifteen he made his home
with a wealthy physician, his uncle. He
fell in love with the latter's daughter.
Cutting short his medical career, he mar-
ried her in 1878. They made their home
in Boston. Here he was employed by a
publishing firm but soon z.tfl:er, because
of his health, left for the country. They
finally settled in East Jaffrey in 1889, on
the hillside farm on the old Jaffrey-Peter-
borough road near where he was to meet
his death.

He built a pretentious hilltop home.
There they lived for many years, quietly
but comfortably, on the income from his
wife's inherited money. Dean was well
read, had a large library, and was a bril-
liant conversationalist. This, coupled with
the fact that his wife was an accom-
plished pianist, made their home a center
for the intellectuals, particularly summer
residents. A register kept by Mrs. Dean
showed 600 signatures in a single sum-
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mer. No one, however, stayed the night
and only rarely did anyone stay ror meals.
Dean was a small man, five feet six and

135 pounds. Physical development was
a fetish with him. He exercised with
heavy dumbbells and went in for other
strenuous exercise, His dress was con-
sidered flashy for the time and place.
When he drove to town that evening be-
fore he was murdered, he wore knee-
length khaki pants (40-year-old fore-
runner of Bermuda shorts), white shirt,
high starched collar, bright pink tie and
a dark coat. He appeared much younger
than his sixty-three years. His wife was
three years his elder. However, her in-
firmities made her seem more aged than
her actual years.

Some say that Dean was a “ladies’
man;"” others disagree. Regardless, there
was never anything to indicate that he
was anything but faithful to his ill and
fast-aging wife. He cared for her, did the
housework and, during the last years of
her life, prepared all the meals with little
or no outside help. His name for her
was Polly. She called him Billy and, per-
haps because of his diminutive stature,
"]1'[]!’ babr_-rr i

“On the night he was killed, against his
return from the barn at midnight she
readied some hot soup. When he did not
return at the usual time, she waited, hud-
dled in her chair, afraid to brave the dark
and search for him; poor feeble Mrs.
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Dean, a night of anguish for her with
darkened mind unable to cope with the
real and fancied horrors of night.

When daylight came she searched for
him. The only clue was an extinguished
lantern on the stable floor, its reservoir
still half full of oil. Piteously she called
again and again for her Billy. There was
no response. Then she called neighbors.
They, the selectmen, and the police chief,
Perley Enos, eventually found her hus-
band’s body in the well. Mr. Pickard and
Dr. Densmore, the county medical referee,
were called.

Dean’s trussed body was hauled from
the well. Even to untrained investigators
it was patently a case of murder. Ignor-
ance on the part of those ]:tesmt destroyed
some valuable clues: a bloody imprint on
the barn door handle and a bloody foot-
print. There were no trained state police
detectives who could be consulted. The
only undestroyed clue was a hand weeder,
a three-pronged claw with a one-foot
handle, found by a searcher tucked into a
nearby stone wall. This appeared to be
the weapon used to fell the small gentle-
man farmer. No autopsy was conducted
until several months later, At that time
the body was exhumed. Examination dis-
closed that the victim had a paper-thin
skull. The blow had fractured it, but ap-
parently failed to kill him.

In the absence of modern police meth-
ods the case  (Continued on page 76)
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Above: The Deans' pretentious billtop
home where they lived for many years. The
Deans  entertained widely and guests
signed the register in ome year. Below:
Attormey Roy Pickard, right, about the
time of the murder. Companion is unknown,
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CHIP 'N DIP In our popular rich, warm
brown with glacial white drip pattern.
Both ovenproof bowls mounted on a
smart stand combining gleaming bright
brass with rich walnut—big bowl 10"
diameter and the smaller bowl 514".

The perfect gift for every occasion.
$3.95 postpaid

CENTERVILLE
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CHAIR CANE

Selected Fine fine $3.50; Fine $3.75; Medium
$4.25; Common $4.75, per hank. Plostic cone,

some prices. Fine open cone webbing $1.50
squars fool. Flat and Flat oval reeds $1.95 per
pound. All post paoid. Instruction sheet FREE.

GOCART SHOP
P. O. Box 52, New Bedford, Mass.
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Who Murdered Dr. Dean?
(Continued from page 33)

immediately degenerated into a bizarre
“whodunit” with suspicion, not concrete
evidence, the principal factor,

First, becapse Mrs. Dean had told some-
body, before the body was found, that
“Billy is dead in the deep water,” she was
a suspect. Many, including the then State
Attorney General, the late Judge Oscar
Young, held to that belief. As a result,
she was not informed that her husband had
been murdered or his body found until

weeks later.

MNext in the line of suspects was the
Deans' close friend, Mr. Rich, cashier of
the local bank, judge of the municipal
court, a former state senator and a man of
spotless reputation. Suspicion’s horrible
pointed finger was directed at him for
the sole reason that he had suffered an in-
jury to his face similar to that suffered by
Dean when he was felled with the weeder.

But far beyond these two, in ever-widen-
ing circles, suspicion was directed at Ger-
man agents.

Prescott Duncan, Jaffrey businessman,
was then a student at Cushing Academy.
Home on wvacation, he was on the scene
when Dean's trussed body was pulled from
the well. He phoned in the story to The
Boston American. The slaying had all the
elements of mystery so dear to sensational
Hearst journalism. The managing editor as-
signed a top feature writer, Bert Ford, to
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'EARLY AMERICAN FIXTURES

A band made adaptation of a rare Shaker lighting
fixture, circa 1800. Although traditional in concept,
its simple, clean lines permit integration with con-
temporary backgrounds. Base is sugar pine, finished
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the case. Ford, recently returned war cor-
respondent with a book to his credit, "The
Fighting Yankees Overseas,” a combat his-
tory of the 26th Division, knew his busi-
ness. Daily for a month he dug up details.
He interviewed witnesses and eventually
broadcast his theory that Dean was a vic-
tim of German spies—a hero killed in com-
bat back of the lines.

The entire Monadnock region was pic-
tured as the operating area for a ring of
spies. Its proximity to Fort Devens and
the fact that the mountain’s bald top is one
of the first high points of land visible to in-
coming mariners were cited to bolster this
belief. There were reports of ridings at
night, in cars and on horseback, and it was
not long before Jaffrey residents were look-
ing for spies beneath their beds and cast-
ing a suspicious eye at anyone of German
origin or sympathies. Actually it was mere-
ly localization of national war hysteria—
hysteria which reached its apogee when a
comic strip, the Katzenjammer Kids, ap-
peared under a whitewashed name, the Cap-

' tain and the Kids.

State and county authorities did their
best. They hired Pinkerton detectives. The
Secret Service sent agents to run down spy
rumors. In addition, relatives of the Dean
family hired De Kerloff, the psychologist-
detective. They all worked hard, perhaps
none of them harder than De Kerloff,
searching, shadowing, interrogating. If the
latter had stuck to sleuthing, Jaffrey might
have had faith in him, but the detection
of a murderer through photographs of
‘blood spots was too much to swallow. An-
other thing which made many gag was a
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bit of charlatanism. When Dean's body was
exhumed for autopsy seven months after
his death, De Kerlof made a drawing of
the peculiar three-pronged wound on his
skull. Then, at a public meeting he slapped
the paper over the wound on Judge Rich's
face in an effort to show resemblance. De
Kerloff eventually sued the town for $4,-
000 for his expenses and services. It is
little wonder he failed to collect from
either town or court. :

There was a popular radio serial going
at the time, The Green Hornet. One of the
cars frequently seen on back roads was a
gray Marmon, and this was promptly
dubbed the Gray Hornet.

There was a Hooded Terror which gazed
in windows or peered in factory skylights
at night-shift workers.

All added to the general terror which
gripped the town,

Hysteria died down a bit when the Mar-
mon's owner convinced Federal investiga-
tors that his actions were not against the
best interest of the nation, and faded away
when the Hooded Terror turned out to be
nothing more than a disgruntled policeman
who, because the town had refused to pay
him, had adopted this disguise to strike
back at a community which did not ap-
preciate his services.

At the demands of prominent citizens,
a grand jury was impanelled to hear all the
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evidence. It heard everybody but indicted
no one.

Today, four decades after the crime, au-
thorities still mark it "unsolved.” Certain
conservative elder residents, however, hold
to what they call a "hoss sense” solution:

There existed in the town and its en-
virons a group of young toughs below
draft age. They and their girl friends were
in the habit of cavorting in empty houses.
The Deans, because of financial reverses,
had rented their big house and moved to
an old cottage about 300 yards away. The
big house tenant, because of suspected Ger-
man sympathies, had but lately, at Dean’s
insistence, moved to a nearby farm. A cir-
cuitous road passed near the big house.
This showed tire marks the day after the
murder. It is believed that two or more
persons, one perhaps a woman, were in the
big house when they saw the light of
Dean’s lantern. The theory is that they in-
vestigated, were recognized by Dean, then
struck him down with the weeder, the first
weapon that came to hand. Panicking when
he dropped with the blow, they tied him
up, weighted the bundle so it would stay
down, and dumped him in the handiest
spot—the well.

Prosaic solution of the 40-year-old mys.
tery, perhaps, but again perhaps the only
one which will ever come out of this ex-
plosive World War I mystery.

GLOUCESTER
FISHERMAN
WEATHERVANE

Handmade,

en hull, metal sai
COpper Figging a
rass fittings. Rug-

gtd _construction,

hip is 177 high,

24" long. Incl

" L cOmpass poines,
Specify post or roof mount,
£75. prepaid

THE DBRONIE LANTERN
Vineyard Haven, Massachusets

Amarican; Colonialy 18th Century Fumnifure,

Box 137

THE ORIGINAL EARLY
AMERICAN MINIATURES

i - 'I ; .-'_E.-J' e |
..1_- = o L ) '. . _|‘.l-|.
- faid i LT il ; __.'..'_h:.l._.l i
__@u S & Ii" )
1| ! Jolel %y
e P . a

Scale 1 inch to the fool
HANMD MADE by descendant of PAUL REVERE

Each Piece signed.
Send 50¢ for J2-poge illusirated booklet showi

-

Early
ampi,
Bric-a-brae, Dithes, Sterling Silver, Oil Paintings, Rugs,

CHESTNUT HIEE hﬂi‘ﬂﬂﬂl

South Egrement, Mas.

Curlaing, wlc., alc.

FINE COLON

IAL MINIATURES

| keaterin ]

) [

'.""?

|

These accurate, scale reproductions of Colo-
nial furniture are made of carcfully sclected
pine and are ht'l.llti."ﬂll'jf finished as were the
originals. Chairs are 514" high, Hutch table
4" high closed, 8 high open. Chairs (straight
& rocking) 3$2.25 each, Huich 3$2.7% post-
paid 3 piece set $6.50, Superb workmanship.
A marvelous gife.
ALDEN HNANDCRAFTS

Box 854, New Hamplon, New Hampshire

hdup smou S
on i canvas,

- hfdi]:;' I".ll
proof. It wi
or deteriorate as does

Send for

YANKEE FEBRUARY 1959

LIQUID GLASS “Mends Everything But Broken Hearts"

Here is a new chemical which will
porcelain, tile, jewelry or an
wood

+ <,

1. It is unaffected by heat or cold. It is waterproof and weather
under, dry-clean or go thru the dishwasher. It will never shrink
glue, cement and paste. It dries flexible but with fabulous
strength (5000 Ibs. per sq. inch)

It is wmconditionally guarant
today—new low price §1.00 PP, —

yours
HERITAGE HOUSE, Ime.— 615 Lincoln Ave. — Pitisburgh 2, Pa.

uickly and permanently mend china lass,
);I:.inl; e t.'&nF:nud: mending. It can Lcl
1 . metal and linol

"‘i‘
for gift catalog.

pesssseaabOERN

7

WO



	yankee-1
	yankee-2
	yankee-3
	yankee-4
	yankee-5
	yankee-6
	yankee-7
	yankee-8

