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New England’s Colonial  Meetinghouses
And Their Impact on American Society

It started as an artistic project…
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Who Were the Puritans?

A Byproduct of the
Protestant Reformation
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New England’s Meetinghouses:

Monuments to the Formation
of our Nation
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New England’s Meetinghouses:

Monuments to the Formation
of our Nation

•  Participatory Government

Wednesday, August 27, 14



New England’s Meetinghouses:

Monuments to the Formation
of our Nation

•  Participatory Government
•  Separation of church and state
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New England’s Meetinghouses:

Monuments to the Formation
of our Nation

•  Participatory Government
•  Separation of church and state
•  Original Tea Party was organized in one
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What is a Colonial Meetinghouse?
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What is a Colonial Meetinghouse?

• Built for both town business and worship
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What is a Colonial Meetinghouse?

• Built for both town business and worship

• Usually built with tax money

Wednesday, August 27, 14



What is a Colonial Meetinghouse?

• Built for both town business and worship

• Usually built with tax money

• The center of the community
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What does a meetinghouse look like?
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Millville, MA
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Millville, MA
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Sandown, NH
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Sandown, NH
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Location, Location, Location…
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Location, Location, Location…

1.  Where should we put the meetinghouse?
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Sandown, NH
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Sandown, NH
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Location, Location, Location…

1.  Where should we put the meetinghouse?

2.  Let’s move the meetinghouse.
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Waldoboro, ME
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Location, Location, Location…

1.  Where should we put the meetinghouse?

2.  Let’s move the meetinghouse.

3.  Where did the town go?
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Allenstown, NHAllenstown, NH
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Superlatives:
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Superlatives:

Oldest meetinghouse
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Hingham, MA
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Hingham, MA
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Superlatives:

Oldest  Anglican meetinghouse
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Wickford, RI
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Wickford, RI
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Superlatives:

Oldest  Town Hall in continuous use
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Pelham, MA
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Superlatives:

Oldest  steeple
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Boston, MA
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Superlatives:

The most original glass
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Amesbury, MA
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Amesbury, MA
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Superlatives:

Best restoration
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West Barnstable, MA
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West Barnstable, MA
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Superlatives:

The biggest dispute
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Brooklyn, CT
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Brooklyn, CT
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Brooklyn, CT
Wednesday, August 27, 14



Superlatives:

Longest family lineage:

The Custodian of the Key
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South Bristol, ME
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Superlatives:

Used for the most other things
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Lynnfield, MA
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Superlatives:

Most interesting graveyard
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Danville, NH
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Danville, NH
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Superlatives:

The best street sign
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Alna, ME
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What happened to meetinghouses?
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What happened to meetinghouses?

1.  Separation of church and state
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What happened to meetinghouses?

1.  Separation of church and state

New England frugality:
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What happened to meetinghouses?

1.  Separation of church and state

New England frugality:

Church upstairs, Town Hall downstairs
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Rindge, NH
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What happened to meetinghouses?

1.  Separation of church and state
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What happened to meetinghouses?

1.  Separation of church and state

2.  The Country Builder’s Assistant
      Published by Asher Benjamin in 1797
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Jaffrey,	
  New	
  Hampshire
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Jaffrey,	
  New	
  Hampshire
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Templeton,	
  MA
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Templeton,	
  MA Fitzwilliam,	
  NH
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Templeton,	
  MA Fitzwilliam,	
  NH Jaffrey,	
  NH
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Where are the “Survivors” Located?
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Source:  www.colonialmeetinghouses.com
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About the artistic work
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About the Book
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About the Book

$35

Cash, check, IOU, whatever…
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About the Book

Photographs by Paul Wainwright

Essay by Peter Benes
Foreword by Brent Glass

Commentary by William Earle Williams

Published by Peter E. Randall,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
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Awards

Best Northeast Regional Nonfiction 
Book of the Year

•  Independent Publishers 2011 Gold Medal

•  New England Book Festival:
Best Photography/Art Book of 2010

•  Independent Booksellers of New England
Finalist in the 2010 Book Awards

• American Association of State and Local History
Leadership in History Award of Merit
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Multimedia Introduction to the Book
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